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New VTA plan increases Eco Pass fee to $40
Jarra Gojolo
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VTA has proposed to gradually 
raise the annual price of the De 
Anza Eco Pass from $9 to $40 in 
order to combat projected losses. 

The proposal would raise 
VTA’s Eco Pass fee by $5 each 
year until it reaches $40 per 
student. In addition to the fee, 
VTA would start charging De 
Anza $3 for each physical Clipper 
Card, which serves as the vessel 
for the Eco Pass itself.

Some students have already 
expressed concerns about the 
potential fee raise; the DASB 
Senate heard from student 
activists Elias Kamal, Desiree 
Humphers, and Neil McClintick 
on May 3, and it unanimously 
voted to endorse an official 
opposition stance against the 
VTA’s proposal.

Students from the De Anza 

Political Revolution Club, 
TRANSITion and the DASB 
Environmental Sustainability 
committee are now circulating a 
petition against the increase. 

April Nicholson, 19, political 
science major, said students 
come to community college for 
the affordability. “If De Anza is 
no longer affordable, then we’re 
going to lose enrollment,” she 
said.

De Anza students are currently 
paying between $3 to $5 in 
mandatory student fees every 
quarter regardless of whether or 
not they ever use or obtain an Eco 
Pass. Currently, most students 
pay $9 to $15 dollars per year in 
order to fund a program heavily 
cheapened for those who use free 
access to VTA transportation.

“Sometimes I drive here, but 
most of the time I take the bus 
to save gas,” said Alejandro 
Serna,19, business administration.

Overall, the price hikes would 
increase the total cost paid to 
the VTA from $48,928.50 to 
$217,460, according to Dennis 
Shannakian, coordinator of the 
Office of College Life. 

“It’s unbelievable that VTA 
would ask for more money after 
we passed Measure B, [which] 
gave them billions of dollars 
in tax money,” Eddie Cisneros, 
23, public health major, said. 
Cisneros said the biggest issue is 
that the increase of $5 a year for 
5 years could cause a lot of issues 
with existing programs already 
facing budget cuts, with DASB 
already in a deficit. 

In addition to the proposed 
price increases, VTA’s 2018-
19 budget plan would split up 
the Eco Pass program into three 
separate passes, with a specific, 
equal-priced $40 “Collegiate 
Pass” for Foothill-De Anza, 
Mission College, Evergreen 

Students board the 323 VTA bus using their Eco Passes.
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Valley College and San Jose State 
University.

SJSU students already pay 
$25 per year, a fee which would 
increase 5 percent annually, 
under the VTA’s new plan, until 
it reaches $40. Mission College’s 

fee would increase from $18 to 
$40.

Community meetings will be 
held throughout the beginning of 
May with a final decision from 
the VTA board set to be delivered 
June 1.

De Anza student enrollment drops 6 percent
De Anza College reported a 6 percent 

enrollment drop in the Spring quarter 
compared to last year. Online enrollment on 
the other hand rose 22 percent.

“Many colleges statewide - and nationwide 
- are experiencing lower enrollment”, 
Marisa Spatafore, Associate Vice President, 
Communications and External Relations 
said. “Enrollment is typically tied to a 
variety of factors, so there likely is no single 
reason it has gone down somewhat at De 
Anza.”

De Anza conducted a survey of students 
who did not return in fall and spring quarter, 
with a 5 percent response rate. The majority 
of respondents indicated they had either 
transferred or reached their education goal.

Spatafore said that the economy may have 

also played a role, with somewhat older 
students choosing to work instead of college. 
Four percent of survey respondents indicated 
financial difficulties with continuing 
studying, including losing financial aid or 
not being able to pay for childcare.

Enrollment among undocumented students 
through the AB 540 program dropped by 13 
percent. One percent of survey respondents 
said they felt unsafe attending due to the 
national political climate.

Nearby high schools have also had a 
decline in graduates according to Spatafore, 
leading to less students enrolling for college.

The college has been through enrollment 
fluctuation with the economy in the 
past according to Spatafore. “We are 
examining all of this information at the 
college, including through an instructional 
enrollment advisory group, to determine the 
best courses of action,” Spatafore said.
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Enrollment based on ethnicity from 2016-17

VTA rejects
direct FHDA 

bus line

the Eco Pass program started. “Regardless, 
I’m hoping we can work with the District 
and college administration to explore options 
of providing a shuttle or other forms of 
intercampus transportation,” Kamal said.

VTA noted that there used to be a 
line between the two colleges that was 
discontinued in 2009. At that time, there were 
55 students who boarded at Foothill, and 20 
that rode all the way to De Anza per day.

The analysis acknowledged that there 
is likely an increase in demand for cross-
college travel, but even if there was a 10 
times increase from the 2009 levels, that 

VTA has rejected a proposal to create a 
direct bus line between De Anza and Foothill 
Colleges due to a lack of evidence of enough 
ridership. DASB, Associated Students of 
Foothill College, and the Foothill-De Anza 
Board of Trustees had all endorsed the 
proposal earlier this year.

Instead, VTA suggested that the college 
district could investigate providing a direct 
shuttle between the two campuses.

Student Trustee Elias Kamal, one of the 
proposal’s proponents, said it is disappointing 
since we have many dual-enrolled students 
and thousands of regular bus riders ever since 

would only be around eight students per trip, 
which is not enough for a dedicated line.

Foothill College is on the edge of the 
county’s urban area, and places along the 
proposed route would not have enough 
demand for ridership either according to 
VTA.

“My hope is that this doesn’t discourage 
students and that we continue advocating 
for more accessible and sustainable forms 
of transportation through organizations 
like TRANSITion and DASB on campus,” 
Kamal said.

DASB votes to oppose Eco Pass fee increase
Andrew Shinjo
STAFF REPORTER

The DASB Senate unanimously voted to officially 
endorse the De Anza Political Revolution Club, ES 
Committee, and TRANsition in opposing VTA in the 
Eco Pass fee increase.

VTA proposed to gradually increase the cost of the 
Eco Pass from $9 - $13 up to $40 over the course 
of several years because they claim they are not 
making any profit from the current price, but the 
DASB Senate and many other groups at De Anza are 
skeptical.

Student Trustee Elias Kamal, 19, political science 
major, Senator Desiree Humphers, 20, liberal arts 
and behavioral science major, and Neil McClintick 
20, political science major, presented that only 7,000 
students actually use the Eco Pass out of the 21,000 
De Anza College students who pay for it.

McClintick said that it is questionable that the VTA 
is not making any profit because it does not make 
much sense for them to initially agree to a plan that 
is so unsustainable that they have to triple the cost to 
make a profit.

Senator Raphael Villagracia said, “The Senate itself 
is not going to take any action itself yet, but there a 
lot of individuals in the Senate who are interested in 
getting involved.”

In the last two hours of the meeting, Senator 
Villagracia and Senator Humphers discussed 
upcoming resolutions for the Student Senate for 
California Community Colleges (SSCCC) Spring 
2017 General Assembly. The Senate endorsed 32 out 
of 36 proposed resolutions.

Senator Villagracia said that he thought the most 
important resolutions were the environmental 
education resolution, and the closure transparency 

resolution which would give sexual assault victims 
the right to know what kind of punishment will be 
taken on their attacker.

Following anti-abortion groups displaying graphic 
images on large posters in the main quad on campus 
making students feel uncomfortable, the DASB 
Senate discussed what rules could be implemented to 
restrict those groups’ access to campus.

Assistant Chief of Foothill-De Anza Police Danny 
Acosta said that it is not possible to remove specific 
groups off campus because that would be a violation 
of free speech.

Acosta said that even if people are showing 
inappropriate images, or carrying potentially 
hazardous tools like hammers around, as long as 
nobody is directly threatened with violence, it is still 
considered and protected as free speech.
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