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Women’s 
basketball pulls 

together, improves 
teamwork

Opinions:
De Anza president Brian 
Murphy demonstrates 

fearless leadership 
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The Euphrat Museum of Art will feature 
ceramics, paintings and photographs by 
De Anza and Foothill college students 
revolving around injustices in our 
society, their impact and the desire to 
invoke change. 

The theme for the Winter 2017 is 
“Justice for All?” The art exhibit will run 
from Feb. 1 to March 23.

Each work of art seeks to give its 

The De Anza Senate 
unanimously approved a 
resolution endorsing a proposal 
to create a direct Valley Transit 
Authority bus line between the 
Foothill and De Anza college 
campuses, and discussed 
resolutions passed by the 
Foothill-De Anza Board of 
Trustees about undocumented 
students and other minority 
groups.

The meeting abruptly ended 
after devolving into discussion 
over the senate’s Facebook 
group message, in which senate 
President Matthew Zarate 
presented prepared screenshots 
of a private conversation 
between him and Vice President 
Stephanie Rigsby.

It currently takes about 90 
minutes to travel from De Anza 
to Foothill, while the proposed 
bus line would cut it to around 
30 minutes, and was endorsed by 
the Foothill Student Body Senate 
last week.

“I know I [as a student who 
was lacking a reliable means of 
transportation] really wanted to 
take a lot of classes at Foothill 
because our two sister schools 
are designed to complement 
each other,” Senator Dara Streit 
said.

Student Trustee Elias Kamal 
said the next steps for the 
proposal are to receive further 
endorsements from the Board 
of Trustees and have students 
petition the VTA at their open 
community meetings. Kamal 
offered to drive students to the 
meetings if they needed it.

Kamal also presented two 
resolutions from the previous 
Board of Trustees meetings 
about undocumented students 
and other marginalized groups. 

The first, Resolution 2016-
43, aligned with UCs and CSUs 
by expressing support for the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), even if the 
Trump administration were to 
end the program.

The second resolution, 2016-
44, affirmed the privacy of 
student records, and explicitly 
stated that the college would 
not cooperate with any federal 
authorities asking for information 
about students belonging to 
marginalized groups.
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REMEMBERING LIVES LOST AT 

Artillery, 
airstrikes and 

attacks by Syrian 
government forces 

delay evacuation 
efforts  as 

civilians attempt
to escape  

fighting in  
East Aleppo. 

A L E P P O
The Muslim Student Association and 

the Vasconcellos Institute for Democracy 
in Action hosted a candlelight vigil to 
remember the victims of the Syrian 
Civil War living in the city of Aleppo on 
Thursday,  Jan. 12.

Candles were passed out to De Anza 
College students and lit for a moment of 
silence to pay respect for what happened 
to those in Aleppo. 

The vigil also provided an open mic for 
people to share their reasons for coming, 
how they heard about the event and 
express themselves.

Co-host and VIDA intern-staff David 
Granado Jr., 21, sociology major, said, 
“The main thing we were trying to do 
was pay respect for humanity and 
humankind that was kind of being 
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Number of people killed by Syrian 
government backed attacks and  

air-strikes in Eastern Aleppo 
since November 2016.

Estimated number of people killed 
since peaceful protests errupted 

into a full on civil war in 2011.

Number of people, mostly women 
and children, who have fled Syria 
to neighboring Lebanon, Jordan 
and Turkey. Roughly 50,000 of 

them have fled to Europe.
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DASB Senate 
supports 
De Anza/
Foothill bus 
line, meeting 
ends with FB 
‘drama’

De Anza 
students hold 
candles during a 
vigil in the main 
quad on 
Thursday, Jan. 12 
for victims of the 
Syrian Civil War.
PHOTO BY TERRY PON



neglected for the past six years, and remembering 
the people that were openly taking videos of them-
selves being bombed and waiting for the bombings 
to come.”

“I wanted to raise awareness and remember lives 
that were forgotten. That was honestly it,” Co-
host Anisa Chaudhry, 18, psychology major said. 
Chaudhry said it was hard to see people go through 
hardships, because it felt personal as a Muslim-
American who experienced oppression.

“Either way, it didn’t matter who or what race that 
person was. If that person was in trouble, I had to 
do something about it. These were human lives,” 
Chaudhry said.

Students stood in front a painted sign that read 
“Stand with Aleppo,” voicing their thoughts on 
the turmoil in the Syrian city. Many nodded in 
agreement, bowing their heads.

The event was launched through a Facebook event, 
drawing the attention of many people throughout the 
Bay Area. 

“I always had a passion for social justice and global 
politics,” event attendee Elias Kamal, 19, political 
science major said. “This let us bring it home.”

Kamal said as a Muslim-American he understood 
feeling the need to stand up for those with similar 
religions or neighboring countries who are oppressed 
or discriminated against for reasons they cannot 
control.

“I was not going to wait for someone else to 
speak,” Chaudhry said. “I was just doing my part, 
and I will keep doing my part.”

Chaudhry said there was criticism while preparing 
the event, but it only made the event better. “I 
welcome criticism, but I will not stop working 

“If any of us want to do one 
last thing that’s good for this 
community, it’s to get people 
to run for the Senate,” said 
Kamal. “We need to focus on 
[recruiting] these people who 
need the most help.”

Senator Carlos Malfitano 
raised concerns about the 
senate’s private Facebook 
group chats and emails.

“It’s regarding professionalism 
and the chat that we all share, 
and also the emails,” Malfitano 
said. “I don’t think it was OK 
to go back and forth between 
all the other people … I just 
don’t think it was OK for all 
of that drama to be going on 
and for Matthew (Zarate) to 
be removed from the group 
chat when he’s not the one 
who started the argument. Not 
saying he’s right or wrong, but I 
just don’t think that was okay.”

Zarate said, “Technically 
we’re not [allowed to have 
a group chat] because it 
goes against the Brown act, 
because there’s the possibility 
of us making illegal decisions 
without having public 
[scrutiny], so that’s been going 
on for the past year.” 

California’s Brown Act 
restricts publicly elected 
officials from holding meetings 
or discussions in private to 
ensure they receive full public 
scrutiny.

Zarate also stated he would 
be willing to provide full copies 
of his correspondence with 
Rigsby to anyone who asked in 
the interests of transparency.

Rigsby stated that she did 
not provide her consent for 
her private conversations to be 
published.

College president pledges support to DACA and 
‘fundamental commitments’ ahead of inauguration
Yane An
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

De Anza College President Brian 
Murphy began an initiative to 
support and protect undocumented 
students, by way of two 
resolutions passed unanimously 
by the Foothill-De Anza Board of 
Trustees.

Those measures support the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals Program and refuse to 
create a registry based on protected 
characteristics.

Resolutions 2016-43 and 2016-
44 were passed on Dec. 12 following 
the release of the joint statement 
from the University of California, 
the California State University and 
the California Community College 
System to President-elect Donald 
Trump elaborating the importance 
of supporting DACA.

Murphy said the board wanted to 
be on the record as well. 

“It was part of a broader 

solidarity movement across the 
state of educational leaders making 
it clear to students, first of all to their 
families, but also to the broader 
public, that we have fundamental 
commitments that we’re not going 
to ignore,” Murphy said.

Cynthia Kaufman, director 
of the Vasconcellos Institute for 
Democracy in Action, is an ally 
and resource for undocumented 
students.

“All humans deserve basic 
human rights and deserve to be 
treated well and live well, and 
that includes people who don’t 
have papers,” said Kaufman. “I 
am very happy to be part of an 
institution that is so supportive of 
our undocumented students.”

Kaufman said she was impressed 
by not only the country’s and 
California’s support, but how all 
three institutions came together to 
support undocumented students.

“I know it means a lot to [the 
Dreamers] to know that everyone 

really cares about them and [want 
to] make sure they’re as safe as 
possible,” Kaufman said.

De Anza College will be 
holding several events to address 
any concerns students may have. 
Some examples include inviting 
an undocumented Pulitzer prize 
winner to speak about what’s at 
stake culturally and politically, as 
well as bringing in a legal team 
to provide free consultations for 
students.

“What this college is going 
to have to do is figure out how 
to be creative and thoughtful in 
responding to all our community 
who may feel pressure or a threat,” 
Murphy said.

“We’re really in uncharted 
waters,” Associate Vice President 
Marisa Spatafore said. Spatafore 
said administration would work 
with organizations such as the 
Office of Equity and VIDA. She 
also encouraged undocumented 
students to reach out to Higher 

Education for AB540 Students.
HEFAS is a program that serves 

as a place of community and 
advocacy for undocumented and 
low-income students. Services 
include helping students with 
financial aid and providing transfer 
information.

“If you are undocumented, 
nobody has to know you are,” 
Murphy said. “Reach out and find 
friends who can help you.”

Brenda Pantoja, recruitment 
coordinator for HEFAS, said she’ll 
keep on fighting and speak for 
those who don’t have a voice.

“The US has invested so much 
in the Dreamers … who want to 
pursue higher education and a 
better life,” said Pantoja. Pantoja 
was also appreciative of other 
allies such as the Black Leadership 
Collective, the Muslim Student 
Association and VIDA.
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“If you are 
undocumented, 
nobody has to 
know you are. 
Reach out and 

find friends who 
can help you.”

-Brian Murphy, 
De Anza College 

President
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“I was not 
going to 
wait for 
someone 

else. I was 
just doing 
my part, 
and I will 

keep doing 
my part.”

-Anisa Chaudhry,  
18, psychology 

major 

towards this issue which is important to me.”
Granado said, “We’re going to keep on showing 

support and not [let] people be forgotten.”
Aleppo, Syria’s most populated city, is the most 

impacted city in the Syrian civil war, which has 
raged since 2011. 

The Syrian government, backed by Russia, has 
been fighting several groups that rebelled against 
them, including the Kurdish people and ISIS. 
Russian and Syrian forces failed to liberate the city 
from ISIS control, which resulted in heavy civilian 
casualties.

According to the UN, by December 2016, 400,000 
deaths had been reported since the first attack in 
March 2011. 

Top: Students observe 
a moment of silence 
during the Aleppo 
Candlelight vigil 
Above Middle: Elias 
Sayed Kamal, Aurora 
Mendoza, Viana Roland, 
and Anisa Chaudhry 
prepare candles for 
attendees of the Aleppo  
candlelight vigil
Above Bottom: Students 
listen to speakers while 
standing in solidarity with 
the victims of Aleppo.

Above: Aryad Awadh, linguistics major, addresses a crowd at the 
Aleppo candlelight vigil in the main quad on Thursday, Jan. 12.


