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Candidates agreed on the vast majority of 
issues in a DASB presidential debate Feb. 
23, emphasizing the importance of outreach 
to students, open dialogue between senate 
members, and resolving the disconnect 
between DASB and the administration.

“It was two and a half hours of 
disappointment,” Joseph Lawrence, 19, 
business major, said. “I came here expecting 
a debate and what I got was three people 
saying very similar things over and over.”

The De Anza Political Revolution club 
hosted the first ever De Anza debate between 
presidential candidates at the Fireside 
Lounge. Around 80 students attended the 
debate, moderated by Umika Kumar, 20, 
sociology major; Neil McClintick, 20, 
political science major; and Viana M.L. 
Roland, 23, history major. 

Accorrding to Kumar, the action team  
within the club that hosted the debate is 
called ‘Reclaim Democracy.’ 

“It essentially focused on the debate, 
the vote days for DA student elections, 
and promoting student engagement with 
campus government,” said Kumar. “Student 
engagement in campus elections is key 
because DASB controls such a large budget.”

Despite the DASB having a budget of $1.3 
million to fund different programs, voter 

turnout in the last elections was 3 percent. 
Kumar said the debate was organized by 
energetic student volunteers who cared about 
student governance, with no help from the 
administration.  

Three of the four candidates attended: 
Carlos Duran, 19, nursing major; Rhozen 
Panahi, 18, biology major; and Cialysiah 
Washington, 19, political science major. The 
fourth candidate, Dylan Kim, 21, business 
major, declined to attend.

The general concerns section began 
with questions about each candidate’s 
vision, followed by more specific questions 
regarding student safety, library access, 
parking, and the quality of professors.  

On safety, Panahi suggested having 
security cameras on campus to help deal 
with hit and run incidents, and sexual assault. 
Duran stressed that emergency phones need 
to be functional and that he would attend 
campus police meetings to voice student 
concerns. Washington was concerned with 
the disconnect between the police and ethnic 
groups on campus and suggested having 
open panels and dialogue to resolve it.

The second portion of the debate featured 
questions from students in the audience, 
leading to controversial answers and raised 
eyebrows from the audience.

Duran was questioned about his running 
mate Andrew Salinas’ political views. He 
was asked if Salinas was a Trump supporter 

and how Duran feels about his conservative 
views. Duran said  that there is no evidence 
that Salinas is a Trump supporter and that it 
is impossible to know that because Salinas 
refuses to divulge that information. 

“That’s impossible for me to know and 
that’s impossible for you to know because 
being involved in the military it prohibits you 
from sharing who you support in politics,” 
said Duran.

Duran said that Salinas assured him he 
will not push his political beliefs, and that he 
wants to be a representative of everybody.

Panahi said the anti-Semitic posters are not 
free speech because they are a hate crime, 
and should be treated accordingly. “You’re 
emotionally harming someone else,” said 
Panahi.

Washington and Duran agreed that it was 
free speech, but disagreed on how to deal 
with the posters. Washington said that she 
would have taken them down instantly after 

Student government votes to cover deficit with reserve fund

The DASB Senate voted Feb. 22 to use $55,000 from 
its reserve fund to cover the the 2017-18 budget deficit.

The reserve fund has $400,000 left.
The budget allocates nearly $1.3 million for DASB 

programs and activities, and an additional $38,000 for 
advocacy activities through the Student Representation 
Fee.

After the finance committee made a recommendation, 
the DASB Senate has been discussing amendments to that 
budget for the past month. One meeting was canceled due 
to a lack of quorum.

Neither DASB President Matthew Zarate nor vice 
president Stephanie Rigsby was present for the final 
budget meeting, the former citing personal reasons.

Senators expressed their frustration with the long 
process during a discussion about allocating $400 for Flea 
Market refreshments.

“Can we get things done?” Senator Victor Lim said. “It’s 
just $400, and we’re wasting 15 minutes here. There’s so 
much money. Can we be more productive?”

“There’s mass confusion. What are you guys doing?” 
DASB Faculty Advisor John Cognetta asked.

When the senators discussed the reserve, Cognetta 
warned them about taking too much.

“Future senates are going to be tapping into your 
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Distinguished Indian-American journalist Fareed 
Zakariah explained the rising trend of global Trumpism at 
the Flint Center for performing arts on Feb. 28 and March 
1 as part of Foothill’s Celebrity Forum Speakers series.

Zakariah explained the transformation of American 
politics into “the greatest political reality show in history.”

“People will always remember the words. They 
remember F.D.R.’s ‘We have nothing to fear but fear 
itself,’” Zakariah said.  “What will they remember about 
the 2016 campaign? Marco Rubio accusing Trump of 
having a small penis?”

Zakariah provided his viewers with a historical context 
for the pushback against globalization in both the United 
States and the rest of the world. 

He began with the idea that Americans are living in an 
extraordinary period of stability, “created and marked by 
the end of the Cold War,” he said. 

He emphasized political stability, economic convergence 
and the technological revolution as effects of globalization, 
stimulated by the United States’ government and citizens. 

“Globalization has benefited the United States’ 
dominance in market share,” Zakariah said, emphasising 
the importance of immigration for vibrant societies and 
the need for an economy driven by young people.

“But there’s another story, “ Zakariah said. “Right wing 
populism is not only growing in the United States, but all 
around Europe as well.” 

Zakariah drew the crowd’s attention to the effect 
globalization had on jobs, and connected the same trends 
that brought peace and stability to the world as also 
severely affecting American workers.

Zakariah said Trump represents a cultural reaction, as 
evidenced by his campaign. “It’s much easier to sell fear 
than to sell hope… he said ‘your life is very hard. Mexicans 
are taking your jobs, the Chinese are taking your factories, 
and the Muslims are taking your businesses.’”

In the final moments of the speech, Zakariah stunned the 
audience by acknowledging the topic of radical Islams.

“The only way you’re gonna succeed is by destroying 
this strain within Islam ... by allying with moderate 
Muslims,” he said. 

Zakariah was also highly critical of the Muslim ban. 
“The problem with bans is this blanket nature of it. If 
you’re trying to find needles in a haystack, you don’t add 
more hay,” he said.

Zakariah reaffirmed his confidence in the strength of 
American ideals, both within the country and in its global 
influence to conclude his panel. “American culture is 
unique in its civic mindedness. It’s one thing to come out 
and see the opera, it’s another to come out and see a man 
telling you what to think politically and economically.
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taking photos to prevent the posters from 
hurting students who might see them.  

Duran said when he found the posters he 
contacted the administration to make sure 
the situation was dealt with lawfully. “The 
first thing I wanted to do was take down 
those posters but I wanted to make sure that 
I’m following all regulations or rules,” he 
said.

The candidates were asked to comment 
on candidate Kim’s absence. Duran said, 
“I’m here because I want to represent the 
students. It’s unfortunate that he didn’t think 
it’s important.” 

“I think it’s completely disrespectful to 
the students to be honest,” Washington said. 
“You’re just not gonna come here because 
you think it’s a waste of time?”

 Panahi said, “I honestly think it’s his loss, 
this is definitely beneficial to students and to 
us to be able to create a dialogue.”

reserve in the next five years,” Cognetta said. “We are in 
a downward spiral of enrollment … don’t take everything 
out of the reserve and leaving future senates in the dry 
here, because they’re going to need some of that money to 
get over this hump.” 

Not all senators looked at the long-term like Cognetta. 
Tal Globus, computer science major, chair of finance 
candidate, asked what the Senate was doing to prevent this 
problem in the future, and senator Faris Waiteasa said it 
was not their problem.

“This is our year’s problem, that’s for your year to 
solve,” Waiteasa said. “We’re trying to cushion it for 2017-
2018, but you’ll be dealing with 2018-2019’s problem. 
That’s not our jurisdiction to decide.”

The senate voted to cut $15,000 from the tutoring 
center’s student payroll, with four senators abstaining 
from the vote because of a conflict of interest. They 
continued with cuts to the athletics playoffs account, and 
officials and fees account, noting that they could request 
funding from the special allocations budget.

The senate balanced the budget with a final set of cuts to 
the special allocations budget after Cognetta pointed out 
that it usually has money left over at the end of the year.

The budget will go through a final round of voting in the 
DASB Senate before being presented to the Foothill-De 
Anza Board of Trustees for approval.

The DASB Senate took a final vote on its 2017-2018 
budget and endorsed a proposal to give students universal 
access to .edu email addresses March 1.

There was one dissenter in the final budget vote: vice 
president Stephanie Rigsby, who expressed her gratitude 
for the senators who worked on finalizing the budget, but 
said she did not agree with the decision to fund the Office 
of College Life’s staff.

“I won’t be supporting it because I don’t think we 
should be giving to classified staff,” Rigsby said.

The senators also endorsed a proposal by Neil 
McClintick, 20, political science major, to provide 
students with universal access to .edu email addresses. 
McClintick explained some of the benefits of having a 
.edu email address.

“[It provides] Spotify Premium – you get a huge discount, 
Prezi premium, free Microsoft Office, a Amazon Prime 
account, free New York Times, free Wall Street Journal, 
free anti-virus software,” McClintick said. “Another big 
thing is that you get a more professional domain. Your 
school identity on there is actually very professional.”

McClintick said he spoke with college administration 

about the issue, but admin expressed concerns to him about 
lack of student demand and actual usage if implemented. 
He presented a survey conducted by the college in 2014 
that reported 40 percent of students would check their .edu 
email multiple times a day, and 80 percent would like to 
have such an email address.

Student Trustee Elias Kamal commented that the 
Foothill student government president was also pursuing 
this idea and offered to help with making a connection.

After receiving a unanimous endorsement from the 
DASB Senate, McClintick said he will be starting a 
petition to demonstrate current student support, and begin 
talking with Foothill about working together.

The DASB Senate also approved spending $2,092 
on the FACCC Advocacy and Policy Conference after 
discussing the additional parking fees in the request that 
changed after the finance committee’s approval.

“I think we should approve it,” senator Dara Streit said. 
“I know last year they took way more people and took 
significantly more for parking, so that they’re taking fewer 
people and being more conscientious of our budget ... this 
is something that De Anza consistently goes to every year 
and takes students to go to.”
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