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Student gov passes Israel divestment resolution
The DASB Senate passed 

a resolution advocating the 
Foothill-De Anza Foundation’s 
divestment from companies 
profiting from illegal Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank 
on Wednesday, March 15. The 
proposal, prepared by the De 
Anza Students for Justice club 
was presented a week after Israel 
passed a law banning anyone 
advocating divestment from 
entering the country.

    The co-chairs of Students for 
Justice, Viana Lopez and Kenneth 
Gabbard, held a presentation 
about how many see Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank as 
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illegal under international law.
    “During 2016 alone, 18 

resolutions adopted in the general 
assembly of the United Nations 
and others in the Human Rights 
Council have all condemned 
Israel’s actions,” Lopez said.

    She said that divesting is 
the neutral action and does not 
support either side in the conflict.

    “By asking De Anza to divest, 
you are asking them to no longer 
take a side in this conflict that 
undermines a two-state solution,” 
Lopez said.

    They specifically called out 
four companies for profiting from 
these human rights violations: 
Caterpillar, Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise, Motorola Solutions 
and G4S, a security services 

company.
    Lopez described the situation 

in Israel as “apartheid,” citing 
a report published by a United 
Nations commission earlier 
that day that stated “Israel has 
established an apartheid regime” 
against Palestinians. Most of the 
member states of the Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia that prepared the 
report do not recognize the state 
of Israel.

     Lopez said the resolution 
would affect less than 0.1 percent 
of the foundation’s budget. 
According to the Foothill-De 
Anza Foundation’s annual report, 
their total budget was about $38 
million in 2015.

    The resolution was based off 

of a similar resolution that San 
Jose State University’s student 
government passed in 2015.

    Former SJSU student Abid El-
Miarri, who was involved in their 
campus’s divestment proposal, 
noted that the movement started 
as a request from the Palestinian 
people.

“Please don’t force Palestinian 
students on this campus to fund 
the bombing of children back 
home, and don’t force them 
to fund the bulldozing of their 
homes and occupation of their 
people,” El-Miarri said.

    Concerns were raised by 
members of Hillel of Silicon 
Valley that passing the resolution 
would increase anti-semitism on 
campus.

    The vote passed 12-1, with 
four senators abstaining. DASB 
President Matthew Zarate was the 
only dissenter.

     Zarate said he wanted those 
opposing the resolution to have 
time to prepare a presentation and 
explain their view, as was done 
with the Measure B discussion 
last year.

    Hillel member and De Anza 
College student Ari Berman, 18, 
aerospace major, opposed the 
resolution and agreed with Zarate.

    “I think it would have been 
more fair if we had a chance to 
present,” Berman said.

Despite rumors, De Anza Foundation 
divestment from fossil fuels confirmed
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The issue of whether or not the De Anza 
Foundation has followed through with its 
2013 commitment has been in question 
since the March 8 DASB Senate meeting, 
where Student Trustee Elias Kamal said 
there are many projects still in need of 
completion, like full divestment of fossil 
fuels. 

De Anza Foundation has confirmed 
their 2013 commitment completion to 
fully disconnect with companies and 
organizations that use fossil fuels by June 
2014.

De Anza and Foothill’s foundations 
were the first of community colleges in the 
United States to vote for a commitment 
of fossil fuel divestment in 2013.

This vote was commissioned by 
students during a campaign that 
saw strong support from the science 
department.

Becky Bartindale, coordinator of 
communications and public affairs, 
said through email the foundation has 
followed through and met the terms 

The  DASB senate deliberates on the fairest way to handle the uncounted 
votes during the March 8 meeting.
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The DASB Senate Election Committee 
started a presidential reelection March 
13 after a flawed voting system failed 
to register votes for two candidates. The 
reelection was unanimously approved by 
the Election Committee, and then the full 
Senate on March 8.

Students were notified by email to 
submit votes starting Monday at 12:01 
a.m. The revote is supposed to last until 
Friday, March 17 at 4 p.m.

Senate Elections Committee chair 
Faris Waitesa said College Life Office 
Coordinator Dennis Shannakian will be 
regularly checking to ensure the integrity 
of the new election.

On March 3, students discovered that 
votes for two presidential candidates, 
Rhozhen Panahi and Cialysiah, “Cici,” 
Washington, were not counted because 
DASB’s online voting system was not 
prepared for candidates running without 
vice presidential candidates on their 
tickets.

Before the decision to hold a new 
election, the voting period was extended 
until Wednesday, March 8, accompanied 
by a mass email instructing students to re-
vote if they voted for either Washington or 
Panahi.
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DASB Senate approves new presidential election
During the revote period, the server 

displayed the candidate’s vote counts 
while voting was still open, potentially 
influencing voters actions. Another 
concern was the unlikelihood that most 
students would re-vote.

In Tuesday’s elections committee 
hearing which was open to the public, 
Panahi and Washington advocated for a 
brand new election.

“To me and Cici, this is totally unfair,” 
Panahi said. “Keeping what we have right 
now wouldn’t be just. We have to restart a 
new election.”

Washington said, “I want the students’ 
voices to be heard and the best way to do 
that is have a re-election.”

Candidate Dylan Kim, who finished 
with the most votes in the now invalidated 
election, originally wanted to keep the 
results after the extended voting period 
finished.

“Initially, I thought having a re-election 
in which voters, who actually voted during 
the original election, would be thrown 
away is a ridiculous solution, but after 
considering that prospect from the point of 
view of Cici and Rhozhen’s candidacies, I 
realized that is the most fair and equitable 
solution,” Kim said.

Candidate Carlos Duran proposed 
leaving the presidential post empty and 
leaving it up to the next Senate to vote in 

a new president, also known as an internal 
election. Others believed that would be 
unfair to candidates who did not run in a 
coalition or for those who do not already 
have close relations with current senators.

“If you did that, it puts candidates 
who ran with very big coalitions at an 
advantage over candidates who maybe 
ran with smaller coalitions,” Senator Dara 
Streit said.

The De Anza quack is back
Waterfowl return to grace our campus

De Anza’s fountain-dwelling ducks and 
geese have returned to De Anza’s fountain 
after a long hiatus of several years. The birds 
were exiled due to California’s severe drought, 
as the fountains were not maintained, and only 
returned when the De Anza groundskeepers 
turned the main quad’s fountain back on.

“They soothe me,” Tan Tran, a 21, business 
administration major, said. “They give me the 
sensation that the animals are having a great 
time on their own. They’re living freely, on 
their own terms.” 

The waterfowl regularly get attention from 
students passing by, who take the time to stop 
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of the resolution by discontinuing 
direct investments and minimizing co-
mingled assets. 

Bartindale consulted Robin Latta, 
the Foothill-De Anza Foundation’s 
assistant director who was here when the 
foundation Board of Directors passed 
the divestment resolution, and Tess 
Chandler, the foundation’s executive 
director, who joined the foundation 
after that time, for this information.

The foundation has discontinued 
all direct investments in fossil fuel 
companies and did so before the 
deadline.

In terms of co-mingled assets, or 
mutual funds, the foundation’s current 
exposure to the Carbon Underground 
200 is 2.4 percent.

“The foundation has a desire and 
fiduciary duty to maximize the dollars 
it invests for the benefit of students 
and the colleges while also acting in 
a socially responsible manner – it is a 
balancing act,” Bartindale said in the 
email.

Kamal could not be reached for 
comment.

“The only fair thing I see is redoing 
it,” De Anza Political Revolution Club 
president Eddie Cisneros, 23, public health 
major, said. “Then you get one person, 
one vote. And everybody knows that what 
happened was credible.”

All four presidential candidates were 
given $100 to re-campaign until next 
Friday, March 17.

and take pictures of them. However, Jiayi 
Zhang, 18, computer science major, isn’t the 
biggest fan of the ducks. 

“They’re so cute, but I don’t want to stay 
with them though,” Zhang said. 

The ducks and geese are surprisingly 
unafraid of people, bravely making their way 
up to students who seem like they promise 
food.

The mallards can be seen wading in the main 
quad’s fountain, or resting on the fountain’s 
nearby platform. Some students have been 
spotted feeding the mallards as they waddle 
throughout the main quad. On hot days they 
can be seen resting in the fountain’s shade.

Above: The ducks wallow in the fountain water.
Right: The geese strut around the main quad.


