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The DASB Senate voted on Feb. 1 
to defund staff positions in the offices 
of College Life and Student Accounts, 
freeing up more money to fund programs 
that benefit De Anza students. 

The Senate’s budget committee had 
recommended a budget based on the 
presumed revenue drop of $91,000, to 
$1.3 million for 2017-18. 

But Senators voted to increase its total 
available funds by cutting $191,000 from 
staff positions.

The college had fully funded the staff 
positions until 1998, when administration 
first asked the Senate to share the expenses 
of managing College Life and Student 
Accounts. 25 percent of the staff was 
funded by DASB.

The main reason for the cuts is to 
prioritize student activities by shifting 
funding of college staff to administration. 

“The reality is we have $91,000 less 
this year to allocate then what we had last 
year,” DASB Advisor John Cognetta said. 
“That meant if you funded everyone at the 
level they got last year, we still couldn’t 
balance the budget.”

Cognetta said most of the lost revenue 
can be attributed to the enrollment drop, 
resulting in less less sales at the Flea 
Market and DASB cards being sold.

“Short of raising the activity fee, the 
DASB fee, I don’t know how else they 
could increase funds,” Cognetta said.

De Anza groups had requested extra 
funding that totaled over $500,000. 

“We have to understand that cuts in this 

DASB Senate slashes staff funds in stunning move

situation are inevitable,” student trustee of 
the Foothill-De Anza Board Elias Kamal 
said. “I think the Senate did what was best 
for our students.”

Senate President Matthew Zarate’s 
primary concern was the consensus in the 
Senate that the administration would agree 
to pick up the tab of $166,000 from the 
Student Accounts Office staff and $25,500 
from College Life staff.

“I think personally it was irresponsible 
for us to propose such a drastic cut without 
being sure the cost would be covered,” 
Zarate said. “People seem to think that 
the administration will give in lightly to 
$200K and I don’t see that happening.” 

Zarate did not vote on either the College 
Life budget or the Accounting cut because 

of a conflict of interest.
Kamal did not share Zarate’s concerns 

about the administration. 
“We’ve had really good relationships 

with the administration in the past … I 
look forward to doing that in the future,” 
he said. “I trust that together we can all 
compromise and work something out.” 

Sara Elzeiny, vice chair of student rights 
and services, called the cuts “awesome.” 
Elzeiny said the Senate shouldn’t have 
been funding the classified staff in the first 
place

Zarate said, “I don’t get the logic that 
we are forced to pay for our own services 
when colleges should be contributing to 
it.”  

Some staff members addressed the 

Senate to talk about the importance of their 
jobs and why cutting their funding might 
be a problem.

“I manage the Office of College Life, I 
supervise students, I supervise the Ecopass 
photo program,” said Dennis Shannakian, 
college life office coordinator. “I take care 
of a lot of DASB functions, I maintain a 
number of websites, I maintain parts of the 
student accounts website, and I put up all 
the accounts once a week.”

Senate Vice President Stephanie Rigsby 
said, “Why isn’t the administration paying 
Dennis [Shannakian]? If they really value 
him then they should be paying him.”

In addition to the staff cuts, the senate 
also resolved to cut funding for food and 
refreshments at student gatherings all 
across the board.

Because of the Student Representative 
Fund (SRF) passed by students last spring, 
DASB had an extra $39,000 to reward 
programs that fell under the advocacy 
requirement. 

Groups such as VIDA are now receiving 
funding from the SRF budget instead of 
DASB, which shields them from the brunt 
of proposed cuts.

At the urging of many senators, services 
such as $2,000 in credit fees for the Office 
of College Life and office supplies for the 
Senate were both cut. 

Starting in Fall 2017, students will have 
to pay with cash for replacement Clipper 
cards, student ID and movie tickets, 
because credit fees will no longer be funded 
in College Life.

The senate will keep discussing the 
budget and vote on final recommendations 
in the coming weeks.
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De Anza enrollment dropped four percent, while online 
enrollment doubled with an 11 percent increase according to the 
Census Enrollment Comparisons Report Winter 2016 to Winter 
2017 released last week. 

District wide meetings are planned to talk about declining 
enrollment. In an email sent out by Chancellor Judy Miner, she 
wrote that the data in recent reports, “underscore the importance 
of [faculty]your participation in developing our collective 
solutions for increasing enrollment and revenue.” 

Miner wrote that the district was “wise to conserve a stability 
fund as it buys us time to develop and implement a range of 
strategies.”

A Board of Trustees study session is scheduled for Feb. 6 and 
will discuss enrollment trends. The session will also include a 
multi-year budget projection. 

Some of the short-term strategies that will be discussed are 
to focus on pre-enrollment services at 35 regional high schools 
and to expand the MPS and Statway program. 

Long-term strategies focus on growing online courses and the 
continuation of an in-depth review of student demand, three-
year course taking patterns, wait lists and class cancellations. 

At the time, Faculty Association President Rich Hansen said 
the ratio of full-time to part-time faculty had decreased, making 
it difficult to manage increasing workloads, fulfilling additional 
state reporting requirements and ensuring program quality. 

With more than 50 percent of students commuting from 
neighborhoods east of Interstate 880 and as far north as 
Hayward, Bay Area traffic coupled with the Flint Garage 
closure may be a contributing factor to students choosing online 
courses over conventional classes. 

In 2013, California Community Colleges started the Online 
Education Initiative, a $56.9 million five-year grant sponsored 
by the FHDA district in partnership with Butte-Glenn 
Community College District. 

The OEI aims to improve the quality and availability of 
online education to help students finish their degrees. 

With the state’s economy slowly being revived, students may 
also be looking for employment over education. 

Marisa Spatafore, Associate Vice President of 
Communications & External Relations, was unavailable for 
comment. 

“Right now it’s all about taking action, … and 
making sure we have a place to be, a place to talk, 
a place to look forward to coming to,” Mohiuddin 
said.

Chaudhry presented a PowerPoint detailing the 
executive order and encouraged students to take 
actions such as educating themselves, contacting 
local representatives and attending protests. 

“You just always want to be resisting,” Chaudhry 
said.

Everyone should be advocating for each other, 
Chaudhry said. “If one person is being oppressed, 
we’re all being oppressed.”

Higher Education for AB540 Students 
recruitment coordinator Brenda Pantoja said she 
hoped to collaborate with MSA and the other 
communities on campus.

“We’re all being affected by the same person, 
by the same administration,” Pantoja said. The 
meeting reminded her of the student demonstration 
HEFAS hosted post-election, she said.

“Even though I am very sad about what is going 
on,” Pantoja said. “It is kind of like a blessing in 
disguise because it’s bringing all of us together.”

Egyptian international student Mohammed 
Ayoub, 16, computer science major, said he 
appreciated the resources MSA provided. “I’ll 

definitely be attending as many meetings as I can 
and I’ll be doing everything I can help the cause,” 
Ayoub said.

ACLU board member Tom Izu, Executive 
Director of the California History Center and 
Foundation, said he attended because he strongly 
believes in promoting constitutional rights and 
standing up for groups facing scapegoating like 
what Japanese-Americans such as his parents and 
grandparents had to endure.

“Being active  —  whether it’s protesting, 
whether it’s doing all the things MSA members 
said we should be doing  — that’s what you’re 
supposed to do if you want to have a democracy,” 
Izu said.

Ibrahim concluded the meeting with a prayer for 
the safety of those in banned countries as well as 
in the future.

“I have never felt in danger on this campus,” 
Chaudhry said. “That’s because of the community 
I’m surrounded in.”

On Feb. 1, MSA celebrated World Hijab Day, 
commemorating the victims of the mosque attack 
in Quebec City last week and allowing De Anza 
College students to try out hijabs.

On Feb. 3, the club called U.S. senators to 
protest policies. An MSA representative will speak 
on Feb. 16, the Japanese Day of Remembrance. 
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Senators vote to approve a cut.

ACLU board member Tom Izu draws parallels between the Japanese-American internmen 
camps and President Donald Trump’s Executive Order restricting travel and refugees.


