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Students learn about dangers of marijuana

Kunal Mehta
NEWS EDITOR

Judicial Affairs Officer John 
Cognetta and Foothill-De 
Anza Police Assistant Chief 
Danny Acosta on Monday, 
May 15, warned students about 
the consequences of smoking 
marijuana on campus. Possessing 

illegal under federal law.
Loflin said that unless you 

are getting your pot from a 
dispensary, it will be a different 
variety and mixture every time.

“We know there’s all kinds 
of contaminants, especially in 
things that you’re not buying at 
dispensaries,” Loflin said. “If 
you’re buying it from your buddy, 

or smoking marijuana within 
1,000 feet of campus is illegal, 
Cognetta said.

Dr. Mallory Loflin, a guest 
speaker from Stanford University 
School of Medicine, explained 
different medical dangers of 
using different types of cannabis, 
but said the biggest risk of all 
when using cannabis is that it is 

it’s filled with mold, spores, 
bacteria, and all kinds of nasty 
things that you probably don’t 
want to be ingesting.”

“If you’re 21, it’s probably safer 
if you grew your own marijuana, 
so you know what’s in it,” Acosta 
said.

Acosta said that California’s 
pot laws intend for people to use it 
within their home as a recreational 

drug, but that does not allow for 
usage at school. Since De Anza 
College receives federal funding, 
Acosta said the campus police 
are required to follow federal 
law that currently classifies it as 
a Schedule I drug, meaning it is 
illegal to manufacture, distribute, 
dispense or possess.

Cognetta said that even students 
with medical marijuana cards are 
not allowed to smoke or possess 
on campus.

Cognetta said he would meet 
with students so he can help 
them. He said he will try “to give 
you some help if you need it, and 
show you we have resources on 
campus.”

Students found with pot on 
campus will receive a warning 
letter at first offense, but could 
possibly go before a student 
hearing board, Cognetta said.

“The hearing board then 
decides your fate, and it could be 
anything from a simple warning to 
suspension for multiple quarters 
to expulsion, Cognetta said. “If 
it’s expulsion, that’s expulsion for 
life.”

“It’s a serious matter, we take it 
seriously. I hope I don’t see you,” 
Cognetta said.

“If you’re buying 
weed from 

your buddy, it’s 
filled with mold, 

spores, bacteria, 
and all kinds of 
nasty things that 

you probably 
don’t want to be 

injesting.”

-Dr. Mallory Loflin, 
Guest speaker from 
Stanford University 
School of Medicine

Dr. Mallory Loflin explains some of the dangers of using cannabis. PHOTO BY KUNAL MEHTA

Students lobby VTA board 
members to oppose 
Eco-Pass fee increase

De Anza College students met 
with key VTA board members 
to convince them to oppose the 
VTA’s proposal to increase the 
cost of the Eco-Pass from $9 
to $40. The De Anza Political 
Revolution Club additionally 
organized call-ins to contact VTA 
board members.

The VTA’s proposal would 
raise the price of the Eco-Pass by 
$5 every year until it hits $40, and 
would require De Anza students 
to vote on each incremental 
increase.

“As of now, students have 
met with VTA board members 
Chappie Jones and Savita 
Vaidhyanathan,” Student Trustee 
Elias Kamal, 19, political science 
major, said. “We are hoping to 
meet with a few more before 
the June 1 VTA Board meeting.” 
Jones serves as a San Jose City 
Councilmember for District 1, 
and Vaidhyanathan is the mayor 
of Cupertino.

Kamal; DASB President 
Dylan Kim; DASB Chair of 
Finance Amanda Le; Chi Tran, 
21, environmental economics 
and public policy major; Patrick 
Ahrens, advisor to California 
Assemblymember Evan Low; 
and Bob Stockwell, Director of 
VIDA all met with Vaidhyanathan 
on May 12.

Kamal said they were able to 
impress her, and that she was very 
supportive and reassuring to the 
students’ concerns, and she said 
she would raise a motion during 
the VTA board meeting.

Club President Eddie Cisneros; 
Neil McClintick, 20, political 
science major; Senator Desiree 
Humphers; Senator Raphael 
Villagracia; and Tran met with 
Jones on May 18, but encountered 
a less enthusiastic reception.

“Chappie said he was fully 
supportive,” McClintick said. 
“But he said students should 
be okay with the fee increase 
because they [can afford to] buy 
Starbucks.” McClintick said he 
believes this comment is a bit 
out of touch with students, and 
it’s the students’ jobs to make 
sure the councilmembers get 
the importance of the issue by 
sharing personal stories with the 
VTA board member. 

“My biggest concern with the 
current proposed fee increase is 
that our most vulnerable students 
will have yet another financial 
obstacle that gets in the way 

of an accessible and affordable 
education,” Kamal said. He said 
he is very confident that students 
will be given the opportunity to 
renegotiate this deal.

Aleks Niewczas, 22, 
environmental toxicology major, 
said she is fighting for this issue 
because “the Eco-Pass makes it 
easier for me, and other students, 
to take public transportation. It 
also helps low income students.”

“This issue is something 
that definitely affects all De 
Anza students,” Villagracia 
said. “Especially because it’s a 
mandated fee.”

The club plans to host one more 
meeting to get students to email 
and call VTA board members 
before the June 1 meeting. 
Students are also circulating a 
petition against the increase.
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DASB Finance Chair, Amanda Le, prepares to call an-
other VTA board member during a call-in organized by 
the De Anza Political Revolution Club.
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Panel discusses 
housing problems

Viana Roland speaks about her experience being homeless.
PHOTO BY ANDREW SHINJO
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At the Renter’s Rights Panel, 
a De Anza College student 
advocated for California’s 
Section 8 Housing Program, and 
shared her experience that many 
low-income community college 
students face: the struggle of 
finding a home.

When Viana Roland, 23, 
political science major, first 
attended De Anza College, she 
said, “continuously for a year, 
I slept in my car,” because she 
could not afford to rent a place in 
a city as expensive as Cupertino.

Roland explained how 
society places shame on people 
who cannot afford to provide 
housing for themselves. “I was 
embarrassed that I couldn’t afford 
to rent a room here and even 
after working full time as an IT 
contractor… pulling 15-16 hour 
shifts, while keeping my grades 
up, being in a car was starting to 
take a toll on me,” Roland said.

The California Section 8 
Housing Program is a federal 
government service that provides 
low-income families in California 
access to safe and affordable 
housing. 

Roland quoted a study that said 

one in ten students in CSUs are 
dealing with homeless issues or 
have inadequate shelter. Roland 
asked how it is possible that the 
wealthiest nation in the world 
allows its college students to be 
homeless.

“These are people who are 
believing that this is going to be 
their only chance to attain some 
kind of financial stability… and 
we can’t even provide them basic 
shelter?” Roland said. “This to 
me is the least that should be 
provided to students that are 
trying to escape whatever cycle 
of poverty they are stuck in.”

The event organizer Sandy 
Perry, president of the Affordable 
Housing Network of Santa Clara, 
said, “We just won a very big 
victory pushing for a rent control 
program.” 

Perry said that they were able to 
win because thousands of tenants 
testified the necessity of it.

“We are not poor in America,” 
Perry said. “We don’t have a 
fiscal crisis. The only reason we 
have a fiscal crisis is because [the 
corporations] are not paying their 
taxes. So, don’t let anyone ever 
tell you there is no money for 
housing.”


